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is, so many glorious deeds of our noble ancestors) are
hidden and set under a bushel, but also because so many wise
and learned men our predecessors, while they feared not to
heap up the treasures of their own wisdom, took no heed to
commit to public writing the praiseworthy acts of their fore-
fathers. I therefore, desiring to put an end to this great
negligence so far as in me lay (though I knew well mine
own utter unworthiness for the task), have at length, after
tedious scrutiny, collected together certain ancient scrolls and
neglected parchments, some of which I found exposed to the
rain [that dripped through the roof], and others set aside to
be burned. In these documents I have abridged whatsoever
was too lengthy, and explained more clearly whatsoever was
obscure; I have perused the registers, and filled in their
omissions from other registers or trustworthy documents; and
these collections I have at last compiled into the following work.
Therefore, if any reader find herein matters whereof he knew
nothing, let him not suppose that I have composed them out
of mine own head; let him rather be assured that there is
nothing in this book but such as I have either found written
in other men's books1, or from divers written records, or from
frequent and trustworthy hearsay, or from that which I myself
have seen* Accordingly I beseech all who shall read this
chronicle, such as it is, either to blush that they themselves
do nothing to correct ancient neglect, or at least to be ashamed
of carping at me who am attempting to amend [this neglect].
Moreover, if any be offended at my brevity of narration or at
the rudeness of my style, there will be nothing to hinder any
other from writing another such book after his own fashion;
nay, he may do so the more easily, in proportion as the truth
is more clearly narrated in this work.
1 Most of his narratives of public events Are in fact, after the usual fastucm of
monastic chroniclers, taken from other well-known writers.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